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I.Project Outcomes/Value
Project Timeline – Project is completed.
Project Outcomes

The proposed goals of this project were to
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

restore land damaged by a parking lot
reduce storm water runoff that causes water pollution and flooding.
create an aesthetically pleasing, environmentally responsible gateway into the Garden.
Increase biodiversity
Increase human engagement with nature.

All of the above goals were achieved by transforming a former parking lot into four new theme
gardens, a wheelchair-accessible promenade woven through a new tree collection, and a
delightful creek that properly manages storm water. First, the former parking lot was cleared of
invasives and undesireable damaged trees. Compacted soil was excavated and new soil
integrated into the area. Then, after careful study of multiple episodes of storm flow, a small
creek was channeled through the area. In consultation with the Biology Department, the entire
area, including the creek, was observed and planted with native and horticultural specimens to
attract wildlife, absorb storm flow, and provide aesthetic beauty for visitors of all species.
Immediately, the creek filled with fish, frogs, a snapping turtle, dragonflies, and more, much to
the delight of human visitors. A stop on the bridge over the creek is a must for everyone, to
delight in both flora and fauna. In addition a gathering garden, a labyrinth, a tree shelter, three
small pond gardens, and all the space between them were planted with foundational trees and
shrubs.
The success of this project went well beyond the initial goals of addressing stormwater runoff.
Water no longer erodes soil and instead has created delightful habitats in midst of an extensive
collection of trees appropriate for the southern coastal plain. The improvements have attracted
more animals and more students, thanks to project-funded ads in the George-Anne. Visitors
have celebrated the Garden and the project on various social media sites, resulting in increasing
numbers of people connecting with the Garden and the plants and animals that live there.

Sustainability Improvements
This project has improved acres of land enjoyed by the University community, and visitors local and
beyond. The erosion and sheet runoff the project prevents no longer floods and pollutes the major
traffic corridor of I-67 and its adjacent waterway, Little Lott’s Creek. As a result, the City of Statesboro
has far less water to treat because the project’s water is percolating into the ground or evaporating into
the atmosphere through natural cycles. The project’s impact was easy to assess, since huge amounts of
water were no longer sheeting off impacted soil into the road. And in a positive outcome, the
botanically diverse wetlands the project created support plants and animals where before there were
none. The infrastructure work of over 75 trees planted through this project will only increase as they
grow, absorbing even more water and sending it back out into the better air they create.
Outreach
This project was promoted in a number of ways, both direct and indirect. An article about the project
itself appeared in the Georgeanne. A series of ads in the paper encouraging students to visit increased
student visitorship significantly as observed by garden workers.
The project was promoted at a large gathering of Garden members, who were treated to plans and
tours of the area in Fall 2018 and of the completed project in Spring 2019. There was across the board
enthusiasm for the new developments, and visitorship is up significantly.
Budget Report
All awarded funds ($50,000) were expended on the project. The engineering survey, grading, walks, and
soil issues cost the amount provided by the grant. Additional Garden funds from donors allowed for the
elements proposed in the original grant to be completed. The entire project, as proposed, has been
completed.

II. Student and Community Impact
# undergraduates employed by the grant: 8 students x 5 hours/ week x 40 weeks = 1600 student hours
# graduate students employed by the grant: 0
# volunteers involved in the project: 10 total volunteer hours: 55
# students reached through classes or other means:
Georgia Southern Students: 150 through various class visits (biology, writing, education etc.)
Casual visits by Georgia Southern Students 10/day x 183 days = 1825
# community members reached: 10,000+ (every visitor to the Garden for k-5 tours, weddings, tours,
tourists and local visitors walk through this new area as they enter the Garden.
Grant Leverage
This project enabled the Garden to leverage $10,000 from a private donor for trees, irrigation, and
installation.
We are currently using this project to seek additional funds from Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust.
Project Abstract

This project restored land damaged by a parking lot, reduced storm water runoff that causes
water pollution and flooding, created an aesthetically pleasing, environmentally responsible
gateway into the Garden, increased biodiversity and increased human engagement with nature.A
former parking lot was transformed into four new theme gardens, a wheelchair-accessible
promenade woven through a new tree collection, and a delightful creek that properly manages
storm water. After the removal of invasive trees and compacted soil, a small creek was
channeled through the area. The entire area was planted with native and horticultural specimens
to attract wildlife, absorb storm flow, and provide aesthetic beauty for visitors of all species.
Immediately, the creek filled with fish, frogs, a snapping turtle, dragonflies, and more, much to
the delight of human visitors. The improvements have attracted more animals and more
students, thanks to project-funded ads in the George-Anne. Visitors have celebrated the Garden
and the project on various social media sites, resulting in increasing numbers of people
connecting with the Garden and the plants and animals that live there.

